OtHomenue IlpaBociiaBusa
K HAQYYHBIM OTKPBITUAM

B npaBocsiaBuM HEeT HU TEKCTyaJIbHOT'O, HU JI0K-
TPUHAJIBHOTO OCHOBAHUA JIJIs1 OTTOP>KEHUS 3BO-
JonuoHu3Ma. He umeer 714 IpaBOCIaBHBIX
CMBI-CJIa ¥ TTIOTAaKaTh 0OIIIECTBEHHOU MOJIe Ha
vppanuoHaau3M (J1000i UppaMOHAIU3M B
KOHI[e KOHI[OB CpabOTaeT B MOJIb3y OKKYJIbTU3-
Ma u npotuB llepksn). IIpexze Bcero HaIo 3a-
METUTb, UTO OTPUIIAHME 3BOJIIOLINU B IPABO-
CJIaBHOMU cpeJie ABJIseTCA CKOpee HOBIIIECTBOM,
HEKeJIU TPpaJuIluen.

Bo-nepBbIx, Aarke 110 MHEHUIO OOTOCTIOBOB
BecbMa KOHCepBAaTUBHOU Pycckoit 3apybe:kHOM
IlepkBH, "nHU TBOPEHUs CJIe/IyeT IOHUMATh He
oykBasibHO (1060 "nped Bozom muicsiua nem,
Kax OeHb 8uepawHuil") a Kak mepuoabl!"”

Bo-BTODBIX, U/iest 9BOJIIOIUH, B CJIyUae ee OT/e-
JIEHUSI OT aTEUCTHYECKOTO ee UCTOJTKOBaHUSA,
JIOCTaTOYHO IMO3UTHUBHO OCBEIAETCS B TPY/IaxX
IpaBOCJIaBHBIX mucaTesier. ToT ke nmpod. M. M.
AHZIpeeB, OTBEPTHYB H/IEI0 PA3BUTHUS UeJIOBEKA
13 00e3bsIHbI, MUIIET: "B ocTalbHOM JapBU-
HU3M He IPOTUBOPEUUT OHbJIelicKoMYy yUeHUIO
0 COTBOPEHUH JKUBOTHBIX CYIIECTB, KOO HBOJIIO-
1S HE pa3pelaeT BOIpPoca O TOM, KTO JKe CO-
TBOPHJI IIEPBBIX JKUBOTHBIX."

IIpog. Cankm-Ilemepbypackoil /[yxosHoll
Axademuu apxuen. Muxaun (Myovto2uH)
nuwem:

"K pa3psiay siBJIeHHUH, B OMIMCAHUU KOTOPBIX B
Bubauu u Ha cTpaHUIax J000T0 yueOHHKA
OMOJIOTHH JIETKO OOHAPYKUTH MOPA3UTETHHO
OOJIBIIIYIO CTETIEHDb COBIIA/IEHUSI, OTHOCUTCS
IIPOITECC DBOJTIONNH OPTAHUYECKOTO MUPA.
Cama OubJieiickas TEpMUHOJIOT U YKJIaAbIBA-
€TCS B IVIOCKOCTD TOTO K€ Y/IUBUTETHLHOTO COB-
NaJIeHus - TOBOpUTCs "0a npoudsedem 800a
dywy xcusyro,"” "0a npoussedem 3emnn 3eepetl
3emHbLx." 3/1ech Ty1aroJ1 "MPOU3BOAUTD" YKa3bI-
BaeT Ha CBA3b MEXK/Y OTAEeIbHBIMH (hazaMu
dbopmMupoBaHus }KUBOTHOTO MUPA, 60JIee TOTO -
Ha CBA3D MEXKIy MEPTBOU U KUBOI MaTepuen."

IIpod. MockoBckoit JlyxoBHOU Akagemun A. .
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Ocumnos nosaraer, 4To "1 60Tr0CI0BUS TPUH-
[MUITHAIBHO IOMYCTUMBbI U KPeallmoHHasA, U 9BO-
JIIOIIMOHHAS TUIIOTE3a, IIPHU YCJIOBUH, UTO B 000-
UX CTy4dasx 3aKOHOJIaTesIeM U Y CTPOUTEIEM
BCero MupobbITus siBysiercs bor, Kotopbiii Mor
BCe CYIIECTBYIOIINE BU/IbI, LJI TBOPUTH I10
"mHAM" cpa3y B 3aBepIIEHHOM BUJE, WJIH IIOCTeE-
IIEHHO, B TeueHue "nHel" "mMpou3BOAUTE U3
BOJIBI U 3eMJIU, OT HU3IIUX (POPM K BBICIINM
CHJIOIO 3aJI0K€HHBIX VIM B Ipupoay 3aKOHOB."

IIpod. Cearo-Bnagumupckoii CemuHapuu B
Hrto-Hopke npoT. Bacuanii 3eHbKOBCKHI TaK-
’Ke TTO/TUePKUBAET OMOIENCKyT0 ""caMo/ieaTe hb-
HOCTB 3eMJIH ' : "BuOIeiCKUH TEKCT ICHO TOBO-
pur, yto ['ocio/ib MOBeIEBaET 3eMJIe IeHCTBO-
BaTh CBOUMHU CHJIAMU... Ta TBOPUECKAS aKTHB-
HOCTH IIPUPOJIBI, IPUCYITAsI €M, TI0 BIPAYKEHHUIO
Beprcona, elan vital, - ycrpemieHue K :KU3HU,
JleJIaeT MOHATHBIM OECCIIOPHBIN (DaKT SBOJIIO-
IIUH >KU3HU Ha 3emie."

Opnun u3 Benymux aBTopoB "KyprHana MockoB-
ckoti [TaTpuapxuu" 60-70-x roaoB npot. Huko-
Js1aii FIBaHOB OBLI BIIOJIHE COTJIACEH C Ueel HBO-
JIIOITUOHHOTO Pa3BUTHA:

"AKT TBOpeHU MHpa B 00pa3oBaHus ero ¢GopMm
11 Bora ecth mposiBienue Ero Bcemoryre-
ctBa, Ero Bostu; HO 77151 [IpUpPOBI OCYIIECTBIIE-
HU€E 5TOU BOJIM €CTh aKT CTAHOBJIEHUsI, TO €CTh
JUTATEJIbHBIN U IMTOCTETIEHHBIN MTPOIECC, IIPOTe-
KaIOINI BO BpeMeHHU. B X0/1e pa3BUTHS MOIKET
BO3HUKATh MHOKECTBO ITEPEXOAHBIX HPOpM,
WHOT/IA CJIY>KAIIMX JIUIIb CTYIIEHAMU JJIsI TIOSIB-
JieHus popm GoJiee COBEPIIIEHHBIX, TE€X, KOTO-
pble IPUBSA3aHbI K BEUHOCTH."

IIpod. H. H. ®uosneros, yuactHUk IlomecTHOTO
Cobopa 1917-1918 rT., TIoJ1aras, 4To ""cama uzjes
SBOJIIOIIUH HE TPEJCTABIISAETCS YyKA0H XPUCTHU-
QHCKOMY CO3HAHUIO WJIM IIPOTUBOpEYAIen ei."

B 1917 r. cBAIeHHOMY4Y€eHUK IPOT. Muxauna
Yeb110B, Kacasch BOIIPOCa O B3aUMOOTHOIIIe-
HUU XPUCTUAHCTBA U HAYKH, ITHCAJL:

"He masio crmocoOCTBOBAIO YHHYTOKEHUIO PO3-
HU MEK/Ty HayKOH U peJIuTuel u 6oJsiee mpo-
HUKHOBEHHOE, OCMBICJIEHHOE U J[yXOBHOE Pa3h-
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sICHEHU e U IOHUMaHe MHOTUX MecT bubsuu.
CTOMJIO TOJIBKO ITOJIyYIlle BUNTATHCS B TEKCT
Bubsuu 0 coTBOpeHnH MUPa, KakK CTaJIo SICHO,
uyTo BubHs He TaeT OCHOBAaHUH CUYUTATH JIEHD
TBOPEHUS 3a JIBaIIaTHYETHIPEXUACOBOH ITEPH-
01 BpEMEHH, U PYIIUIACh CTeHa MEXKIy OnOei-
CKMMH CKa3aHUSIMU U TAHHBIMU HaYKU O HEO-
IIpe/IeJIEHHO JI0JITOM IEPUO/E KU3HU 3E€MJIHU /10
IIOSIBJIEHUS YeI0OBeKa."

Eme panee BrosiHe siCHO yKa3asl Ha IyTh XPU-
CTHAHCKOU WHTEPIIPETAINU UJIeU SBOIONNH B.
C. ConoBneB: "Eciu ObI Iepesio MHOH CTOsIA
3a71aua YKa3bIBaTh MapajlyleJIN3Mbl B COBPEMEH-
HOU HayKe U B KapTUHe Mupa Mouces, s ckasau
ObI, UTO €ro BU/IEHUE ITPOUCXOK/IEHUS KU3HU
IIOXO0Ke Ha TeOPHUI0 HAIIpaBJIe€HHOH 3BOIIONHH. "
®uocodcKyo OCHOBY 3TOH TeOpHUH, B 6H10JI0-
ruu pazBuBasierics JI. beprom u Teisspom fe
[ITapsieHoMm, BIiosIHe sicHO BeIpasui Bii. Costo-
BbeB: "' 13 Toro, 4TO BhICIINE (POPMBI UJIN THIIBI
OBITUA ABJIAIOTCA WIN OTKPBIBAIOTCA TIOCTIE
HUBIINX - HUKAK He CJIeAyeT, UTO OHU CyTh IIPO-
M3BeJIeHNe WIN CO3/IaHue 3TUX HU3mux. [lops-
00K cywje20 He eCcimb Mo e camoe, Ymo nopsi-
0ok s81eHus. Beiciiue, 6oJiee MOI0KUTETbHbIE
1 TI0JTHBIEe 00pa3bl COCTOSTHUSA OBITHSA CYIIIECT-
BYIOT (MeTadu3uuecku) nepBee HUIMINX, XOTS
SIBJIIIOTCS WJIU OTKPBIBAIOTCS MOC/IE HUX. DTUM
He OTPHUIIAETCS DBOJIIOIUA: €€ HeJIb3s OTPULIATH,
oHa ¢gakt. Ho yTBep:KaTh, YTO 3BOJIIOIUA
co3ziaeT BeIciIre (popMbI Beellesio U3 HUBIINX,
T.e. OKOHUYATEJIbHO U3 HUUETro - 3HAYUT MO/]
dakT 1mo/ICTaBIATH JIOTUYECKYIO HEJIETIOCTb.
OBOJIIONYS HU3NINX TUIIOB OBITHSA HE MOXKET ca-
Ma 110 cebe co371aBaTh BBICIIUX, HO OHA ITPOU3-
BOJUT MaTepUaIbHbIE YCJAOBUSA WIU 1a€T
COOTBETCTBYIOIIYIO CPeJLy /IJIs1 IPOSIBJIEHUS WJIN
OTKpPOBEHUs BhICIIEro Tuma. Takum o6pa3om,
KaoK/l0€e TIOsIBJIEHHE HOBOTO TUIIA OBITHA €CTh B
HM3BECTHOM CMBICJIe HOBOE TBOPEHUE, HO TaKOe,
KOTOpOe MeHee BCET0 MOKeT ObITh 0003HAYEHO
KaK TBOpeHUe U3 HUYero, 1o, BO-IePBBIX, Ma-
TepUAIIbHOIN OCHOBOM /151 BO3HUKHOBEHUS HO-
BOTO CJIY?KHT THII TTPEKHUH, a, BO-BTOPBIX, U
cOOCTBEHHOE II0JIOKUTEIBHOE CO/lep:KaHue HO-
BOT'O TUIIA HE BO3HHUKAeT BHOBb U3 HEOBITHS, A,
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CYIIIECTBYSI OT BEKa, JIUIIIb BCTyIaeT (B U3BECT-
HBII MOMEHT IIporiecca) B APYyTyio cepy ObI-
THS, B MUD SIBJIEHUH. Y CJIOBHSA IMPOUCXOJISAT OT
€CTECTBEHHOU SBOJIIOLNHU IIPUPO/IBI; SIBJIIEMOE -
ot bora."

[To3nHee ke, HE CYUTAIIN SBOJIIOIMOHHYIO TEO-
pHUI0 aHTHOUOJIEHCKOH U aTenCTUIeCKOH (prto-
cod B. H. Wnwun (Illects nHel TBOpeHus. [1a-
P, 1991), cepOckre 60rocoBbl poT. CTedan
JIameBckuii u npod. Jlazapp MuinH, BeIa10-
I[UCSA PyMBIHCKUU OOTOC/IOB CBAIIEHHUK Jl1-
muTpy Cranusioe, enuckon Bacuuii (Poxazsauko).

HecocToAaTe IbHOCTDH IIPOTECTAHTCKHUX
KpealnmnOHNUCTCKHUX BOBBPCHI/Iﬁ

CrHoKOWHOE OTHOIIIEHHE K 3BOJIIOIIOHU3MY -
BTO TPAJIUITUS IIPABOCIABHOTO aKaIEMUYECKOTO
6orocsioBusi. HOBU3HOMU sIBJISETCSI IPUHATHE
IIPOTECTAHTCKO-KPEAIMOHUCTCKOM ITO3UITUU
IIPOTECTAHTCKO-TIPABOCIABHBIMH IIPOITOBEHU-
kaMu. HanboJsiee U3BECTHBIN ITHCATEb, BHICKA-
3aBIIUICA C KPUTUKOU UJIEN SBOJIIONNY KaK Ta-
KOBOH, ObLT mepoMoHax Cepadum (Poys).

IlepBbIil U3 €ro ApryMeHTOB: DBOJIIONHA
IIpe/IIoJiaraeT cMeHy nokosieHu. CMeHa OKO-
JIEeHUH mpeamnosiaraet cMepTh. CyTh MPOOIeMbI
B TOM, UTO €CJIN ObLJIU MIOKOJIEHUA CMEHAIONHX-
Cs1 JKUBOTHBIX JI0 TIOSBJIEHUS U TIAJIEHUS YesI0-
BeKa - TO IpUJIeTCs CKa3aTh, YTO CMEPTH ObLIA B
MUpe X0 YeJIOBeUYecKoro rpexa. Ho cMepTh ecTh
CJIeICTBHE I'Pexa, IpUUeM I'pexa uej0BeyecKo-
ro. [ToCcKOJIbKY B JJ0UE€IOBEYECKOM MHUPE He ObI-
JIO Tpexa, TO O0TOCJI0BCKU HEBO3MOKHO IIpeJi-
IoJ1araTh B HEM HaJIMYME CMEPTH.

Ecnu ke cMepTh ObLIa B MUPE JI0 TPEXOIIAIEHUS
YeJI0BeKa, 3HAUUT - BOIIPEKH "OubJIericKol Bepe”
- He uepes3 4yeI0BeKa pacTiuiiach BceJeHHasd.
Tak ObL1a T CMEPTH B I0YETIOBEUECKOM MUPE
WJIA OHA MTOSIBUJIACH JIUIH C YesoBeKoM? f cka-
3aJ1 ObI, YTO HEBEPHBI 00a STUX OTBETA.

31ech HAJI0 3a/[yMaThCsA HAJl CJIOBAMH cMepmb
U 2pex.

CJI0BO CMEPTH CITUIIIKOM YEJIOBEYECKOE.
"CMepTh'" - 3TO CJIOBO, IPEEIFHO HACBIIIIEHHOE
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MMEHHO YeJIOBeYECKUM Tparu3aMom. MoxkeMm i
MBI IIPUJIaraTh CJIOBO CMEPTb, /0 KPaeB MOJTHOE
MMEHHO YeJIOBEYECKHM CMBICJIOM, K MUPY Heue-
JioBeueckoMy? JIJist uesioBeKa CMepTh - Tpare-
ZIvisi, OHA eCTh HEUTO BOIHUIOIIE HelokHoe. Ho
B pycckol puocodpuu He CIIydallHO UMEHHO
yKac yeJIoBeKa IepeJi CMEPTHI0 BOCIIPUHUMAJI-
Cs1 KaK OIIBITHOE CBUIETETLCTBO €T0 HEOTMHUP-
HOTO IIPOUCXOXKEHUS: €CJIN OBbI YEJIOBEK OBLIT
3aKOHHBIM ITOPOKJIEHHUEM MUPA €CTECTBEHHOMN
SBOJIIONNU ¥ 60pHOBI 32 BBKUBAHUE - OH HE
cTas1 ObI UCIIBITHIBATh OTBPAIIIEHUS K TOMY, UTO
"ecrecTBeHHO." CMepTh UeIOBEKA BOIILIA B MUD
yepes rpex - 3T0 HeCOMHEeHHO. CMePTh eCTh 3J10
1 TBOPIIOM OHA He CO37]aHA - 3TO TOXKE AKCHUOMA
6mb1eticKOTO OOTOCTIOBUS.

BrIBOJT OTCIOZIA, MHE TIPE/ICTABIISAETCS, MOXKET
OBITH OJTUH: YXOJT 3JKUBOTHBIX HE €CTh CMEPTH, HE
€CTh HeuTo, IT0I00HO0e yXO/y uesioBeka. Ecu
MbI ToBopuM "cMepTh CokpaTa” - TO MBI He UMe-
€M IIpaBa 3TO K€ CJIOBO IIPUMEHSATD B BBICKA3bI-
BaHUM ''cMepTh COOAKU", MPUHATO TOBOPUTD:
cobaka czoxsia. CMepTh 3Be3/1bI - 3T0 MeTadopa.
Takotii :xe meTadopoil MOKHO CKa3aTh O '"cMep-
TH'" aToOMa WK TaOypeTKu. ’KUBOTHBIE HcUe3a-
Ji1 U3 OBITHA, IPEKPAIlaJIN CBOE CYIIleCTBOBA-
HUe B Mupe /10 yesioBeka. Ho aTo He cmepTh. Y1
IO3TOMY B 00OTOCJIOBCKOM, B (putocod-
CKOM CMBICJIE TOBOPUTH O (peHOMEHEe
CMEePTHU B MUP€E HeYeI0BEeYECKOM - HeJIb-
3. CMepTh 6€3:KM3HEHHOU 3Be3/Ibl, pacai
aToMa, pas/iejieHre JKUBON KJIeTKU Uiu OaKTe-
puu, IpekparieHyue pu3n0I0ruuecKux Iporec-
COB B 00€e3bsIHE - 3TO HE TO 7K€, YTO KOHUKMHA
YyeJIoBeKa.

Ha, cmepTsb ecTh caencTBue rpexa. Ho uto ectb
rpex? I'pex ectb HapylieHue Bou TBopra. Mo-
3KEM JIF MBI OBITh YBEPEHHBI, YTO CMEPTD KH-
BOTHBIX eCTh HapylieHue TBopueckoil Boiu?
Cosman 1 Bor »XUBOTHBIX 7151 OeccMepTHs?
Kenan mu OH COTBOPUTH UX IIPUUYACTHUKAMU
Beunoctu? IlpegnaznHauvasn sim u uM Xiiebd
Kuszuu u EBxapuctun?

Ecnu HeT - 3HaUUT, BpeMeHHas OTpaHUYeH-
HOCTB ’KMBOTHBIX U UX JJOCTYIIHOCTb pacrajy He
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ecTh HapylleHue 3aMbliciia TBopiia u He ecTh
rpex Wiu UCKaKeHue KpeaTUBHOU Bosiu. Eciun
[Tpuuacrue - enuHCTBeHHBIN X1e6 Ku3Huy, a B
XpaMax BCe JKe He MPUYAIIAOT IIEHKOB -
3HAYMUT, 3TO XJ1ed He /I HUX U BeuHOoCTh - He
JIJ1S1 HUX.

CMepTh )KUBOTHBIX HE €CTh HApYIIIEHUE 3a-
mbIciia boxkus. 160 bubsus He obemraeT BeU-
HOCTH HaleMmy Mupy. TOJIbKO UeioBeuecKou
Zylie yrotoBiaeHa Begnocrs. K moaam, a He K
KoTATaM obparaercsa Cnacurens: "I[Ipudume,
b1azocno8enHbvle Omya Moezo, Hacaedyiime
ITapcmeo, yeomosanHoe 8am om co30aHus Mu-
pa" (Md. 25,34). Bce ocrasbHOe croput. U econ
10 CO3/IaHNU (HE BOCKPECEHUHU, 8 UMEHHO IIPU
HOBOM TBOPEHUHU "HOBOM 3eMJIN 1 HOBOTO He-
6a") Bor 1mozkejiaeT CHOBa HACEJIUTh UX KUBOT-
HBIMH - OHH TaM nosiBsATcs. Ho 310 He OyayT
yBEKOBeUeHHbIe JKUBOTHBIE Hatlel 3emuiu. Tam
Bce Oy/IeT HOBBIM - KpOMe Hac.

Bor He co37aj ;KUBOTHBIX /1151 6eccMepTHUs - U
IIOTOMY B UX yXOJie U3 ObITUSA HET IOPyTaHUs
3aMmbIcsia boxkusa u Het rpexa. biakeHHbIN AB-
TYCTHH MPSMO IHUIIIET, YTO "JKUBOTHBIE COTBOPE-
HbI cMepTHBIMU." Ellle mpexk/ie Takas ke mo3u-
s 6pLIA XapakTepHa i cBAT. Medoaus I1a-
Tapckoro - "KakoBo npousBojgsiiee, TAKOBBIM
0OBIKHOBEHHO OBIBAET M IIPOUCXOJIAIIEE OT He-
ro. bor ectb 6GeccmepTue, U 3KU3HD U HETJIEHUE:
a yeJIoBeK - Ipou3BesieHne boxue; 1 Tak Kak
IpousBeZieHHOe beccMepTHeM - 6ECCMEPTHO, TO
yesioBek OeccmepTeH. IToaTomy-T10 Bor cam
Npou3BeJI YesJI0BeKa, a Ipouue poabl :KU-
BOTHBIX ITOBeJIeJI IPOU3BECTU BO3AYXY,
3emMJie U Boze... [I[pounM KUBOTHBIM /1aHO
>KUTDb IIOCPE/ICTBOM BO3/IyIITHOTO OJyllIeBI€HN,
a 4eJIOBEKY - OT caMOl 6eccMepTHOM CyIIHOCTH,
160 BayHYJ Bor B JiuIie ero fpIxaHue >KU3HU. "
HTaK, MOCKOJIbKY JKUBOTHBIE HE MOTYT OBITh
npuYyacTHbI boxkecTBeHHOU Oy1aro1aTu, OHU HE
6eccmepTHBI. OHU OXKUBJIAIOTCA CTUXUSAMU, OT
KOTOPBIX ¥ TPOU3O0IILIN, & CTUXUU Pa3TOpaIOTCs
U yracaloT BMeCTe CO CBOUMH ITOPOXKAEHUAMU.

CMepr JKUBOTHBIX HE €CTb HAPYIUICHHE BOJIN
TBopua, a II0TOMY HE€ ABJIAETCA CBUAETCJIbCTBOM

Orthodoxy and Creationism, Fr. Deacon Andrey Kuraev




TOTO, UTO €10 HapyIIaeTcs U3HAYaTbHAsA 100-
POTHOCTHh MUpa. BOT Korza ta TBapb, KOTOpast
eTUHCTBEHHO sIBJIsieTcss 00pa3om TBopiia, Korjia
YeJI0BEK HU3BOUT cebsi 10 MUpA JKUBOTHBIX U
JlesiaeT ceOs MOJIBJIACTHBIM TeM 3aKOHAM O0pb-
ObI, BLDKHBAHUS M YMUPAHUS, KOTOPBIE I[apCT-
BYIOT B JI0UEJIOBEYECKOM MHPE - BOT TOT/A IPO-
HUCXOAUT HapylleHue Boau bora.

U, xaxxeTcs, MBI YK CJIUIIIKOM IIPUBBIKJIN
OTOXKJIECTBJIATH €05 ¢ 3 KUBOTHBIMU. /0 Takoi
CTeNleHU IPUBBIKJIN, UYTO HEXPUCTHUAHE U3 3TOTO
K KyIIIerocs TOXKAECTBA BHIBOJIST ONPAB/IaHUS
CBOMX cTpacTell u 6e33aKOHUH, a XpUCTHAHE
CKJIOHHBI 00eTOBaHHbIe UM fapbl CBaTOTO yxa
PacIpoCTPaHATH OIATH JKe U Ha MUP
JKUBOTHBIX...

Kpome Toro, Mo3keM i1 MBI ITIOBE/IEHUE KHUBOT-
HBIX OIIKCHIBATh B KATETOPUSAX rpexa u J00po-
nerenu? Ecou cyioBo "rpex” He MPUMEHUMO K
OTHCAHUIO KU3HHU JKUBOTHBIX, TO U CPOTHOE CO
CJIOBOM 2pex CJIOBO CMepmb TaK:Ke HeJIb3s IIPH-
MEHSATH K HUM B CTPOTOM, TO €CTh B UeJIOBe-
YeCKHU-IK3UCTEHITUATIPHOM €T0 CMBICIIE.

¥ OTI0B BCe Ke JIOBOJIBHO CTPOTO TOBOPUTCH,
YTO IPeX B MUP IIPHIIIEJT yepe3 ueaoBeka. 1
TPELIUT B MUPE TOJIBKO YeJI0BEK (COOBITHIH B
aHresbcKux cepax Mbl ceiiuac He kacaeMes). | Ka-
KOe€ JIpyTOe 3J10€ AeUCTBHE IIOMUMO COBEPIIIAIO-
II[ErOCs MEK/Ty JIFOAbMU Thl MOXKEIIb YKa3aTh?"
- pUTOpHYECKH BompoIiaer cBT. Medoaui. -
Bce mpoune TBapu 110 HEOOXOAUMOCTH IIOBHUHY-
10TcsA borkecTBEeHHOMY MTOBEJIEHHIO, U HUKAKas
13 HUX He MOJKET JIeJIaTh Yero-HuOyab APYroro,
KpPOME TOTO, JIJIsI YeT0 OHA COTBOpeHA." 3HAUUT,
B MHPE€ >KUBOTHBIX HET 3J1a, 1 CMEPTH KUBOT-
HBIX HE eCTb 3J10, €CJTU OHA IIPUYHHSETCS He ue-
JIOBEKOM. YOUHICTBA B MUPE KUBOTHBIX HE €CTh
HEKOoe 3J10, 100 He UMEIOT 3a cO00I CBOOOIBI.

"Bopnba 3a cymecrBoBanue" B boxkuem 3a-
MBICJIE JaXKe MO>KeT UMETh 1 0COOBIH, Ie1aro-
ruyecku-6s1aroi cMoicy. Bo BesikoM cirydae
6Js1a’k. ABIYCTHH II0JIaraet, YTo 60pb0a MeXIy
’KUBOTHBIMU Ha3UJlaTeIbHA TEM, UYTO UEJIOBEK,
BH/ISI, KaK OOPIOTCS ?KUBOTHBIE 32 CBOIO IJIOT-
CKYIO JKU3Hb, CMOKET ITOHATbH, CKOJIb CTPACTHO U
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HaIpsKEHHO OH caM JIoJIKeH O0POThCs 3a CBOE
JIyXOBHOE CIlIaceHue.

BTOpo¥i apryMeHT IIpaBOC/IaBHBIX aHTUIBO-
JIIOITUOHUCTOB CTPOUTCS HAa TEX CBATOOTEYECKUX
TeKCTaX, KOTOPbIE OTPUIIAIOT HAJTMYHE CTPasia-
HUU U CMePTU B DfeMcKoM cafy. CorsiacHo CBs-
TOOTEUYECKOU WHTYUIIUH He TOJIbKO UeJIOBEK, HO
U KUBOTHBIE ObLIU B OJIa3KEHHOM COCTOSHHH. U
IIOTOMY HUKAKHe CTPAIaHUSA U CMEPTH, HEU3-
0EeKHO CBSI3aHHBIE C DBOJIIOIIHEH, OOTOCIIOBCKU
HeIpeJCTaBUMBI.

Ho u 3TOT aprymMeHT He IpeICTaBIIsIeTCs MHE
Oe3ynpeuHbIM. Bo-TIepBbIX, OH yIIyCKA€eT U3
BH/LY, YTO AEMCKHH CajJ HEe BeCch MUP. Paii -
He CHHOHHUM BCETO KOCMOCA /10 TPeXOnaieHusl.
AneM He 0ObEMJIET BECh MUP - U3 HETO UCTe-
KalOT PEKH, OMBIBAIOIIIME TOT Ca/l, B KOTOPBIU
IIOMeIIlaeTcs YeIOBEK.

BoJie Toro, ITrcaHme TOBOPUT, UTO DJIEM H CaJl -
He oiHO u Toxke. "Hacaaun 'ocniogs bor pati B
dneme Ha BocToke" (BbIT. 2,8).

Pycckoe cioBo "pait” - aTo eBpetiickoe "can," u
"mapasu3" rpeueckoro Tekcra (KOTopoe, B CBOIO
ouepe/ib, SIBJISIeTCS JUTHHU3UPOBAHHBIM IIE€p-
CH/ICKUM CJIOBOM Iap/iec - MapK). ZEM - MHUP
pazoctu. Cj10BO d1eM CKOpee BCero IpOuCxo-
JIAT OT aKKaIMHCKOTO 3AUHY - cTenb. Ho 3To
IIepBUYHOE 3ByUaHue ObLIO yiKe 3a0bITO, U IS
€BPEUCKOTO CJIyXa 3TO CJIOBO DJIeM OKa3bIBAETCS
CBsI3aHHBIM UMEHHO C y/I0BOJIBCTBHEM, CJI1aJ10-
crbio. Tak, Haripumep, korga Cappa ycaslinana
obeTOBaHUeE O POKJIEHUU OT Hee ChIHa, OHA
"BHyTpeHHE paccMesiyiach, CKa3aB: MHE JIH,
KOT/Ia 51 COCTapuJIach, UMETD CHe yTereHue?"
(BsbIT. 18,12). YTemenue 31ech - 20eHa.

Ho B eBpelicKkOM TEKCTE CO CJIOBOM €A0 CBI3aHbI
He TOJIBKO pajloCTHbIE accorualiuu. CMbIciia eB-
PEHUCKOT0 2aH PyCcCKOe CJIOBO cad He Iepeaer.
EBpetickoe 2aH TPOUCXO/TAT OT TJIarojia 2aHOH -
3alUIATh. B Apyrux si3pIKax CBA3b cajia v
OTpa’KJeHUs, 3aIUThI TAKKE TIPUCYTCTBYET:
dpaHIy3ckoe jardin cBsa3aHo ¢ ryiarosiom garder
(oxpansaATh); aHIIMiickoe Garden, Kak 1 HEMeIl-
koe Gartten Takke BOCXOZAT K TOMY K€ pOMaH-
CKOMY KOpHI0. Tak uUToO Ha pyCCKHH SI3bIK 2aH
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CKOpPEe CTOUT IIepeBECTU CJIOBOM "Oropos’:
Orpak/IeHHOE U 3al[UIIEHHOE MECTO.

W 5T0 MeCTO He MPOCTO 3aAIUIIEHO CaAMO IIO Ce-
0e, HO U YeJIOBEKY JIaeTCs MPEsK/e BCero 3aIo-
BeJlb "xpaHUTh ero” (BoIT. 2,15). Ho ecotu cag
pu JZIEME - 3TO OTPAXKAEHHOE U 3AIIUIIEHHOE
MECTO, 3HAUUT, ObLJIO OT Yero 3amuiars. Ot ye-
JIOBEKa HaJl0 OBLII0O OXPAHATh MUP HJIHA YeJIOBe-
Ka oT Mupa? YesloBeK JOIKEH OB OXPaHATh
cajl WJIU cajl IaBaJl 3alUTy YeJT0BEKY?

Bo BcsikoMm citydae 9JieM-pajziocTh, U caj-Kpe-
IIOCTh, I'7le ObLJI IOCEJIEH YEJIOBEK - HE OJTHO U TO
ke (160 "u3 Dema BhIXO/IHIIa PeKa JIJIsT Opollle-
Hus pas (oropoza)" - beit 2,10). [Tapagus Ha-
caxxzieH pu JxeMe (paradeison en Eden - "pait
B dnemMe"), U paeM B CMBICJIE PAJIOCTHU SIBJISETCS
MMEHHO J/ieM, a He ca/l.

Cay ObLT TaH YeJIOBEKY, YTOOBI OXPAHSIThH UEJIO-
BeKa; a IZIEM - YTOOBI JIaTh YEJIOBEKY PaJIOCTh.
YeJsioBeK He Ji01IeN 10 JeMA, a ObLI JIUIIH B
cajy Ipu daeMme.

Wrak, [Incanue He TOBOPUT O TOM, UTO BeCh
MUP KW II0 3aKOHaM JaeMcKoro caja. Ckopee
- Ha060poT. XoTsa bubsins He oNUCHIBAET IIPSIMO
MUp 3a IIpesiesiaMu JeMCKOT0 cazia, HO BUHO,
4TO OXpaHseMas 30Ha ABHO IIPOTHUBOIIOCTABJIE-
Ha JJUKOH HeBO3/leJlaHHOU npupoze. 1 npotu-
BOCTOSIHUE 3TO MBICJIUJIOCH JOBOJIBHO KECTKUM,
TaKWM, YTO Hy>kHa ObLjIa Jla’ke OXpaHa.

Ho ecjiv TOJIBKO UTO CO3/IaHHBIN Y€JI0BEK BBO-
JINTCS B OTPaKIEHHOE MECTO - 3HAUHT, €r0 HaJl0
OBLJIO OT KOTO-TO ¥ OT YEero-To 3amumarsk. Ot
caTaHbl, KaK Mbl 3HaeM, 3JIeMCKasi OTpasia He 3a-
IUIaIa. 3HAYUT, ObLTH KaKHe-TO He JyXOB-
HbI€, a MHbIE YTPO3bI YEJIOBEUECKOMY HOBUUKY
Ha Iu1aHeTe 3eMJiA. M BOT [ 3alIUTHI OT STHX
YIPO3 YeJIOBEK U3bIMAETCS U3 O0IIerIaHeTap-
HOT'O KOHTEKCTAa U IIOCTaBJISIeTCS B HEKUH 'Ma-
HEXXUK," IMEIOIINN YeTKYI0 IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHYIO
OTPAHUUYEHHOCTH (110 YeThIpEM peKam).

BriosiHe BO3MOXKHO, UTO 3a IIpe/ieIaMU 37eM-
CKOMU Orpajibl BCe 3aKOHBI OOPHOBI 32 CYIIECTBO-
BaHUe y)ke ObUTH. Bor mpeaynpeka ueioBe-
Ka: "sxycuwb - cmepmuto ympews” (BoIT. 2:17).
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A eciiu bor ckazajsi UMEHHO TakK - 3HaUUT, JII0-
JisiM ObLJI ¥ paHee 3HAKOM OITBIT CMEPTHU (TOUHee
- HaOJTI0ZIeHHe 32 CMEePTHIO ApyTux). U Torga
3TO 3HAYMT, YTO CMEPTH ObLIa B HEUEJIOBEUEC-
KOM MHPE€, B MUPE KUBOTHBIX.

Ho uestoBek /10 TTOPHI 10 BpeMEHU ObLT OT 3TOTO
3amuineH. M ToJbKO CBOUM I'PEXOM UeJIOBEK
CJIOMaJI OTpaay AIEMCKOTO €ajla, U 3aKOHBI
BHEIITHEr0 MUPA, 3aKOHBI JITAPBUHOBCKOH OHO-
JIOTUM XJIBIHYJI B MHP YeJIOBEKA.

CBs3b I'pexa U CMEpPTHU JOTMATHYECKH (TO eCTb -
BEPOYYUTEIbHO-3HAYNMO) YCTAHABJIUBAETCA CJIO-
Bamu amnocrosa Ilasna: "I[locemy xak o0HuUM ue-
/108€KOM 2pex 80ulen 8 MUD, U 2PexXoM CMepMmb,
max u cmepms nepewLna 80 8cex 4ea108ex08, no-
momy umo 8 Hem ece coepewiuau” (Pum. 5:12).
I'pex nipuies yepes yesoBeka. Yepes yesoBe-
YeCKHUU TpexX CMEePTH MepelIa Ha 4e.108€K08.
Ho u3 aTux cyoB anocrosia [aBia HUKaK He
CJIeZlyeT, UTO JIO rpexa AfiamMma »KUBOTHbBIE ObLITH
6eccmepTHbI. CKOpee 13 HUX ABCTBYET, YTO
CMEPTH B MUPE y3Ke ObLIa - HO JIUIIb YEPE3
yeJIoBeUeCKUH rpex OHa Iepelnia U Ha Hac.

OpHo HeocrmopuMO B 610JIEHCKOM ITOBECTBOBA-
Hun: Kocmoc ¢ caMoro Havasia Hy»k/1aeTcsl B OX-
paHe, B 3amure. U 3amuIinaTes Hy>KHO WIHA IeM
oT uesioBeka (u Torza "caz," "pail" ecTb Kpe-
IIOCTHAs CTeHa, KOTOPo bor 3amuTnia dzem ot
yeJIoBeKa), WJIH JKe HaJlo 3alllHINATh YeJ0BeKa
OT BHE3IEMCKOT0 MUpa. B mocieHeM cirydae
Ha/I0 IPU3HATh, YTO BHESAEMCKUU MUP COAEP-
JKaJI B cebe HeuTo TaKkoe, YTO ObLJIO OIACHO [JIS
yeJioBeKa.

U BTOpOE 06CTOSATETHCTBO, KOTOPOE HE YUUTHI-
BaeTCs MPABOCIaBHBIMU aHTUIBOJIIOIMOHUCTA-
MU: D/ieM OTpaHUYEH He TOJIBKO B IIPOCTPAH-
CTBe, HO ¥ BO BpEMEHU. DAEMCKHI caJx He
TOJIBKO HE BECh MUP, HO U MMOSIBUJICA OH
YiKe IOocJjIe COTBOPEHUs yeaoBeKa. lcro-
pys MUpa He HAUMHAaeTcA ¢ dfeMa. Yike Iocie
3aBEPIIEHUS BCEX IIECTH JHEH, OT/I€JTbHBIM
TBOPYECKHUM aKTOM "boz2 Hacadua pail 8 ddeme
Ha Bocmoke u nomecmun mam 4enaoeexa, Ko-
mopozo co3dan" (briT.2:8). UTak, yeoBeK ObLI
CO3/1aH paHblile JieMa, a DIeM HaCaXKEeH I10C-
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Jie CO3/IaHUsA JeJIoBeKa. YiKe CO3aHHbIN Yesio-
BEK MOMEIIAaeTCs B HaCAXKAEHHBIH 1 HEero ca,.

"U 83a1 I'ocnodv Boz uenosexa u noceaun e2o 8
cady Edemckom" (BbIT. 2:15). UestoBeK co3maH
BHe caj/ia 1 BHe JdpeMma. OTkyza ke bor B3 ue-
sioBeka? ("B3saTh" o3HauaeT n3bpaTh - Kak "'B3s-
TBHI" JIEBUTHI U3 IPYTUX KOJIEH). DZIEM - 3TO HE
MECTO HAIIlero MPOUCXO0KAEHUS; 3TO MECTO Ha-
IIeTr0 Ipe/ITHa3HAYEHUS.

YesioBek co3aH BHe pad. Ho BHe pasd 3To rze -
HIKe WU Bbilne? YesloBek co3/iaH B 6osiee
BBICOKOM TIOPSIZIKE OBITHS U IIOTOM ITOMeEIIeH
BHU3? 1 OH cO371aH CHU3Y U 3aT€M BO3HECEH
2o dnema? I'ie BO3HUK YeJIOBEK - B MUPE JIKyH-
IJIe, B MUPE, I7ie He ObLI0 603KeCTBEHHOTO J10-
KIS JIIOOBU U 3aTEM OTTY/1a, 13 MUpPa YeJIoBe-
KOOOpa3HbBIX OH OBLI IIOMEITEH B DeM?

BubJielickuil TEKCT CKJIOHSET CKOpee KO BTOPO-
My TOJIKOBaHHI0. brbsiefickoe MOBECTBOBAaHE
aKIleHTUpYyeT: MUP, B KOTOPOM UeJIOBEK BO3HUK,
He MOXKeT OBITh TEM K€ MUPOM, T/Ie YeJIOBEK
JTOJI’KEH KUTh U pacTu. OTMETHM, UTO JIJIS TOTO,
4TOOBI OKa3aThCs B JJIeMe, UeJIOBEKY HAJ[0 ObI-
JIO IEPEMECTUTHCA: IEPEUTH IPaHb OT AUKOHU
IIPUPOJIBI K cajy. ITO M3MeHEHHe He ITPOCTO
MecCTa, HO CpeJibl OOUTAHUS.

UYeJstoBeK 0JKEH OBITH 3aIUIIEH OT MUPA CBO-
ero aHTpPoIloreHe3a. 3HA4YUT, TOT MUP, OTKyZla
YyeJIoBeK po/ioM (10 CBOeH TesiecHOM Guorpa-
¢umn), comepkuUT B cebe YTO-TO pa3PyIINTEIb-
Hoe. Ho 5T0 He ecTh MOpaJIbHOE 3J10, HE €CTh
rpex (160 rpexa B MHUPe, /10 CO3/JaHUS UeyIoBe-
Ka, elne HeT). ECTh UTO-TO B IPUPOIHBIX 3aKO-
HaX ¥ B PUPOJHBIX IUKJIAX, UTO XOPOIIIO JIJIA
KOCMOCa ¥ OIIACHO JIJIs yeJsioBeka. EcTh HeuTo,
0e3 yero pocT Mupa OT "'HadaJbHBIX TBLTHHOK
BCEJIEHHOH" K IIpe/IueI0BeUeCKOMY MUPY OBbLI
OBbI HEBO3MOXKEH, HO TENEPh, KOT/Ia POCT JOCTUT
CBOETO MpeJiesia, 3aKOHbI 9BOJIIOIUHU JOIKHBI
YMaJIUTBCA.

Mup He MOKeT U/ITU K HOBOMY 0e3 pacmaza
craporo. JKusHb He MOKeT pacTu 6e3 IOCTOSH-
HOTO OOHOBJIEHHSA U O€3 OCTaBJIEHUS YEro-TO 3a
CBOMMU IIpefiejlaMu, TO eCTh 3a IMpeeslaMU KU-
3uu. B KocMmoce Het co3umanus 6e3 paspyliie-
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HUA. B KocMoce - HO He B MUpe 4eJIoBeKa. dTa
IIOJIAPHOCTD CO3U/IAHUA U Pa3pyllIeHus, 3Ta
rapMOHHA KOCMHUYECKHUX Pa3pyLIUTEeIbHO-CO3U-
JlaTeJIbHBIX IUKJIOB MOXKET OBITh yMepeHa, YHA-
Ta, pa3pylleHa - XoTsA ObI TaM, I7ie MOABIIAETCS
yesioBeK. OH - HAZIKOCMUYeCKOe CYIeCTBO, JKHU-
Bylllee B KOCMOCE, U II03TOMY rapMOHMA KOCMU-
YeCKUX IIPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOCTEN He I0JIKHA IIpA-
MO (PYHKIIMOHUPOBATD B HEM. UesI0BeK J0JKeH
OBITD 3aIUIIEH OT 3aCUJIbs KOCMUYECKUX 3aK0-
HOB - U JIaTh 3Ty 3aLLUTY €My MOKeT TOJIbKO
Hanxocmuueckoe cymectso - TBoper; kocMoca.

OTtkazaBmuch oT Ero mokKpoBUTETBCTBA, YETIO0-
BEK cjieJsiasl ce0s YaCTHYKOM TOro KOCMOoca, B
KOTOPOM Bce fA3bI4eckre puaocopCcKue CUCTe-
MBI BUJIEJTH HEN30EXKHOEe eUHCTBO 100pa 1
3J1a, POKAEHUS U cMepTH. /la, MUD yeslIoBeKa
paJINKaJIbHO U3MEHUJICA B pe3yJIbTaTe rpexa.
Ho mokeM Jii MBI CYUTATh, UTO BHEUETIOBEUE-
CKUU U JIOUEJOBEUECKUH MUP OBLT APYTUM 10
aToro? MokeT, CBOUM IOCTYIIKOM Y€eJIOBEK ITPO-
CTO CTep Ty TPaHb, KOTOPO¥ OH ObLI OJ1aro/aT-
HO, CBEPXBECTECTBEHHO OT/IEJIEH OT MUPA
OCTJIbHOM IIPUPOIBI?

Jla, B TOM MHpe, B KOTOPBII ObLT 88edeH AfiaMm,
TO €CTh B IIPUAIEMbE MOTJIO He OBITh JaKe JKH-
BOTHOU cMepTH. Ho OBLIO JIM TaK B MUPE, U3 KO-
Toporo Asam 66l u3sedeH? MokeM JI1 MBI OTO-
JKJIECTBJIATH UCXOAHBIN IIYHKT U IIyHKT Ha3Ha-
yenwus nepBoro Hcexoda? Cepbekuii 60rocioB
npot. CredaH JIsAmeBcKuii mojiaraeT, 4To cMep-
TH He ObLI0 JIUIG B Jzieme. [Ipu co3manmnu ve-
JIOBeKa - "B pato BOJIBOPUJICSI HOBBIH MUP, TJIE
yotce He JIUJIACh KPOBb IePeJ JIUIIOM OeccMepT-
HOTO AJlaMa, ucue3.1a HaCUIbCTBEHHASI CMEPTh
cpeau JKUBOTHOTO MUpa, "'nb0 bor man Bcem B
Paro B nuIiy BCAKYIO 3€JI€eHb U IIOJIB," M ITOKO-
peHbI ObLTH YeJIOBEKY Bce 3BepH. "

Armocdepa 61aroaaTH, B KOTOPYIO ObLIT BBEJIEH
IIepBBIN YesI0BeK, oOHuMasia cobor daem. Ka-
KOB OB MHD 3a IpeZieIaMU 3/IEMCKOTO MEXK/y-
peubs - Mbl He 3HaeM. O Mupe BHe DzieMa u do
dnema bubsns Tak)ke HUYETO HEe TOBOPHUT. Bo
BCSIKOM CJTydae HEKOPPEKTHO CYAUTH O MUPE
Z105/IEMCKOM U BHED/IEMCKOM HAa OCHOBAaHUH TO-
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T'0, UTO MbI IIpeIToaraeM ObIBIIMM B CAMOM
5TOM cay.

TpeTuii apryMeHT aHTHIBOJJIIOIINOHUCTOB
O0asupyercs Ha BrIT. 2:30: "Bom, acem 38epam
3emMHbm dan A ecro 3eneHb MpasHyro 8 nuUWy.
H cmano max." B rinazax aHTUSBOJIIOLUHICTOB
9TO 03HAYAET, UTO /IO YEJIOBEUECKOTO IPeX0-
I1aJIEHUs] B MUPE He MOTJIO ObITh XUIITHUKOB, a,
3HAYUT, HAyUHbIE TEOPUH IBOJIOIUY HAXOAATCS
B IIPSIMOM IIPOTUBOPEYNH ¢ bubuei.

Ho 31ech rs1aBHBIN BOIIPOC BOT B YEM: KOT/A
HMEHHO U TJle TPOo3ByUYasu 3Tu boxkuu cioBa?
Jes0 B TOM, 4TO KHUTa beITHA O COTBOpEeHU!U
YesioBeKa IMOBECTBYET IBAK/IbI - B IEPBOU U BO
BTOpOU IJ1aBax. M ogHa U3 TPaJUIITMOHHO-CIIOMK-
HBIX 3a/1a4 OMOJIEHCKOI DK3€ere3hbl COCTOUT B CO-
IJIAaCOBAaHUU 3THX PaccKas3oB. MTak, obmasics
1 TBOpeI| ¢ 4eJI0BEKOM 0 CO3NAHUA DJIEM-
CKOTro cajia 1 BHe ero? [Ipo3By4yasiu i1 3TH CJI0-
Ba TBopIIa elnle BHe DAemMa Win BHYTPHU cafa?
He sBasiorcs i 5TH cyioBa bora yacTeio Toi
Ero peuu y:xe B dneme, rie OH moBeJieBaeT BKYy-
IIaTh OT BCSKOTO JIpeBA U 3ampeniaeT BKyIIaTh
OT ApeBa No3HaHUuA? Eciiu npeaonoKuTp, 4To
5TO bokme ycTaHOBJIEHNE OTHOCUTCS TOJIBKO K
OKOJIO3IEMCKOMY MUPY, TO OH IIEPECTAET IPO-
TUBOPEYUTH CyK/IeHUAM HayKH. Beap Hayka He
MOKET HCCIIE/I0BATh 37IEMCKUU OIIBIT, OHA U3Y-
YyaeT MUP BHE3JIEMCKUH, a IOTOMY 1 He BCTyIla-
eT B IPOTUBOpeune ¢ OUbIeNCKIMU U CBATOOTE-
YeCKUMU CBUJETEILCTBAMU O TOM ITOPSAJKE CO-
JKUTHSA YeJI0BEKA U JKUBOTHBIX, KOTOPBIN OBbLIT
YCTaHOBJIEH JIJIs PalCKOTO cajia.

Tak uto npezosoKeHne 00 3BOIONNU U CBS-
3aHHBIM C HEll NCYe3HOBEHUEM KUBOTHBIX He
IIPOTHUBOPEUUT HU CMBICITY, HU OykBe OTKpOBe-
HuA. [IucaHue He oNHUCHIBaeT TEXHOJIOTUIO YKU3-
He3apOXKJeHUs U )KU3HEPA3BUTHUA, U IIOTOMY Y
Hac HeT ITI0BOJIOB /111 KOH(JIMKTA C HAYKOM.

To >xe MOKHO cKa3aTh U 0 niepkoBHOM IIpesa-
HUU. Ps/T aHTUYHBIX WIN CPETHEBEKOBBIX Ha-
TYpPUI0cODCKUX OTOKEHUH, CIOKUBIINXCSA B
CpeTHEBEKOBBIX KOMMeHTapusax Ha [llectonHes,
BEPOYYHUTETLHOTO 3HAUYEHUA He UMeIoT. CBT.
Bacuiuii BetuKuii HCII0JIb30BaJI SHITU-
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KJIoneAnYecKre TO3HAHUA CBOETO BpEMEHU -
JUUIS Hac 3TO O3HA4YaeT He TO, UTO HaTyppUI0Co-
¢us IV croseTnsa HaBek OCBAIIlEHA UMeHeM Be-
JKoro CBATOrO U Yepes 9TO JOKHA HABEUHO
BOUTH B COCTaB OOTOCJIOBHS, a TO, UTO aHAJIO-
THYHOE JIEP3HOBEHNE K BOIIEPKOBJIAIOIIEMY JIH-
aJIoOry ¢ MUPOM CBETCKOM MBICIU U 3HAHUA O1a-
TOCJIOBJISAETCA ABTOPUTETOM BEJIMKOTO KAIllaz0-
kuiina. U npemn. Moauns /lamackus B cBoe "Tou-
HOe M3JI0’KEeHNE ITPABOCIAaBHOU BePHI' BKJIIOUA-
eT U3JI0’KeHNe HayYHBIX JIOKTPUH CBOETO BeKa.
Ho 1 3TO 3HaUUT TOJIBKO TO, UTO MPABOC/IAB-
HOU MBICJIM HE Uy K/ HHTEPEC K MO3HA-
HUI0 borom co3gannoro mupa. 113 toro,
uyTo OTIIBI BIyCKaJIU B CBOU TEKCTHI JJAHHBIE CO-
BpPEMEHHOU UM HayKU, HUKaK He CJIeYET, UTO
HaM Ha/JIEXKUT OBITh BparaMu HayKH, COBpe-
MEHHOU HaM.

O KOHKPETHBIX JKe JleTayIsIX OroreHesa elle B
npornwioM Beke A. K. TosicTolt Bbickazasics
JIOCTaTOYHO fICHO:

Cmoco0, kak TBopu Co3/1aTenb,
Yro cunran OH 60J1e KCTaTH
3HaTh He MOKeT IpejceiaTeslb
Komwurera mo meuatu.

HeorpemeMbl OT OubJ1eicKON KapTUHBI
TOJIBKO TPU YEPTHI:

¢ JKU3HB (KaK U BECh MUP) BOBHHUKAET
IIOCTEIIEHHO;

e MUp CIOCOOEH TBOPUYECKU OTKJIUKATHCA HA
IIpU3BIBLI bora;

¢ Oe3 HampasJsAIoero Pazyma cama mo cebe
SBOJIIOIUS MUPO3/IaHUS HU K UeMY He
mpuBesia Obl.

Matepus He BeuHa, OHA CO3/JaHa, U IOTOMY OHa
MIOJIy4YaeT TOJTYOK M3BHE. Ho nMeHHO moTomy,
YTO OHA CO3/1aHa 3TUM TOJIUKOM - OHA coXpa-
HAET TBOPUYECKUN UMITYJIbC. 1 motomy Mup
crocobeH K JBIDKEHUIO U PA3BUTHIO. Bripouew,
BEPHO U UHOE, YPABHOBEIINBAIOIIIEE CYK/IeHNE:
XOTS MUP U cIIOCOOEeH K pa3BUTHIO, HO TBOpUe-
CKHe UMITYJIbCHI OH IOJIyJYaeT U3BHE.

ITepexos OT OAHOTO IJapCTBA K IPYyTOMY B
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Bu6sinu onuckiBaeTcs Kak HeOObsCHUMBbII
JIMIIh U3 BHYTPEHHEH 5BOJIIOIUH MUPA: 3TO
IIPOPBIB, COBEPIIIAEMBIN MO BoJie TBOpIIA.
VIMeHHO B 3THX C/Iy4asx YIIOTPeOJIsIeTCsT CJI0BO
6apa: BOBHUKHOBEHUE IEPBUYHON MaTepPUU U3
HeOBITHS; 3aTEM ITOsIBJIEHHE TIEPBOM KU3HH -
PBIO 1, HAKOHEII, YesIoBeKa... BripoueMm, He 03-
HaYaeT JIM OTCYTCTBUE CJIOBA Oapa IpHU IMepexo-
Jle OT HEOPraHNYECKOT'0 MUPA K PACTUTEIb-
HOMY, YTO 3Ta TPaHb MOKET OBITH IIPE0I0JIeHa
caMoy MPUPOI0M?

Bor TBOpUT MUp COBCEM He TaK, KaK CKYJIBIITOD
craTylo. B mociesHem cirydyae MaTepus MOJIHO-
CTHIO IIACCUBHA U U3MEHSETCS JIUIIb P MPs-
MOM BO3/Ie¥ICTBHU Ha Hee pe3Iia, IpU Hemlo-
CpeZICTBEHHOM BO3/IeCTBUU Xy0KHUKA. Mex-
Zly TEM B JieJie YCTPOeHUs MUpa 3eMJis, IepBo-
OBbITHas MaTepys U BOJA IPUHUMAJIN CaMOe
JeATeJbHOe yJacTue B cBoeM 0(OpMIIEHUM -
OHU UCIOJIHAIN IToBesleHus TBopiia, a He
IIPOCTO IIOBEJIEHUS UCIIOJIHANUCH B HUX.

3HauYUT, MaTEepUs aKTUBHA, U B €€ aKTUB-
HOCTH HET HUKaKOro 60robopueckoro 3apsa.
ITncanue He cooOIIaeT, Kak UMEHHO 3eMJIsS
OTKJIMKAJIach Ha MPU3bIBBI TBOPIA, HO OUe-
BHU/IHO, UTO 3eMJIA OTKJIMKAJIach OXOTHO, Oe3
COIIPOTHBJIEHUS.

WTak, y mpaBocyiaBus B OTJIMYHE OT sI3bIUECTBA,
JIEMOHU3UPYIOIIETr0 MaTEPUIO, B OT IIPOTECTAH-
TU3Ma, JIMIIAIOIIETO TBAPHBIN MUP ITpaBa Ha
COTBOPUYECTBO, HET OCHOBAHUU JIJIsl OTPUIIAHUSA
Te3Hca, COTJIacCHO KoTopomy TBopery co3aat
MaTePHUIO CITIOCOOHOMU K 6J1aroMy pa3BUTHIO.

Cama 2xe CylniHOCTB ImpoIiecca pa3Bep-
THIBAHUA MHUPA HE MEHAETCA OT TOro, C
KaKO¥M CKOPOCTBIO OH IPpoucxoauT. 1 Ha-
HUBHBI Te, KOMY CMyTHO KakeTcsl, 4To bor craHo-
BUTCS HE HYK€H, €CJIU Mbl PACTAHEM MPOILIECC
TBOpeHUsA. PaBHO, Kak HAMBHBI U Te, KTO M0JIa-
ralT, YTO COTBOPEHNE MHUPA 32 O0JIee yeM Iie-
CTUTHEBHBIU CPOK yMaJisieT Besimuue TBopiIia.
Ham Ba>KHO JIMIIIb IIOMHUTD, YTO HUYUTO HE Me-
I11aJ10, HE OTPAaHUYUBAJIO TBOPYECKOTO JIENCT-
BUA. Bce mpoucxoauiio mo BoJie TBopua. A
COCTOs1JIa JIU 5Ta BOJIA B TOM, YTOOBI CO3/aTh
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MHP MTHOBEHHO, WJIH B IIECTh THEH, HJIU B
IIIECTH THICSY JIET, UJIK B MUPHUA/Ibl BEKOB - MBI
He 3HaeM. 1160 "0Hu seunocmu kmo
ucuucaum?" (Cup.1:2).

JakjaroueHue

B mpaBocsiaBHOM GOTOCJIOBHY IIPUHSITO T€ BO-
IIPOCHI, 10 KOTOPBIM He MOodcem Oblimb pasHo-
MblCAUlL, CTABUTH IOJT BIIOJTHE OIIPEe/IeJIEHHBIM
YTJIOM: YTO 3TO O3HAYAET "HAC Pajy YEJTOBEK U
Halrero pagu cnacenusn?" Eciu HeKUi Te3uc He
HMeEEeT HEIOCPEICTBEHHOTO COTEPUOJIOTUYEC-
KOT'O IPUMEHEHUSI, ¥ IIPH 3TOM OH:

e He OCYXJIeH COOOPHBIM pPa3yMOM;

® HE BEIET IIPU CBOEM JIOTUYECKOM PACKPbI-
THU K IIPOTHUBOPEYHIO C ACHO YCTAHOBJICH-
HBIMHU JOTMAaTHYE€CKHMMHU CTOpOHaAMH LIE€P-
KOBHOTI'O BE€pOYUE€HU A,

®  PACXOJIUTCA C CYKJIEHUSMU HEKOTOPBIX U3
OTHoB, HO

e BCe JKe UMeeT OIOPY XOTsI ObI B HEKOTOPBIX
CBU/IETEJILCTBAX IEPKOBHOM TPAIUIIUU - TO
€ro MO?KHO IIPHU/IEPKUBATHCS, ITPHU YCJIO-
BHH, YTO OH He Oy/IeT IIPENOTHOCUTHCA KaK
HEKOoe 00IIelepKOBHO-00513aTeIbHOE BEPO-
YUUTEIBHOE CYK/I€HHE.

YacTHble OOTOCIOBCKHE MHEHUs MOTYT Pa3HO-
PEeYUTh JIpyT ApyTy. [ToMHUMO 00IIIEN3BECTHBIX
cy1oB am. I[1aByia, CKa3aHHBIX 110 3TOMY ITOBOY
("ubo Hadaexcum 6LIMb U PAZHOMBICAUIM
(aireset) mexcdy eamu" - 1 Kop: 11:19), MO3KHO
IIPUBECTHU CJI0BA LIEPKOBHOI'O UcTOpUKa B. B.
bosorosa:

"HuKTO He BjIacTeH BOCIIPETUTh MHE B Ka-
YecTBe MOEr0 YacTHOTO OOTOCIOBCKOTO MHe-
HUS JIEPYKATHCSA TEOJIOTYMEHA, BHICKa3aHHOTO
X0Ts1 ObI OJTHUM U3 OTIOB LlepkBH, ecitu
TOJIPKO HE JIOKa3aHO, YTO KOMIIETEHTHBIHN
IIEPKOBHBIU Cy/1 y>Ke TIPU3HAJ 3TO BO33PEHNE
IorpemunTeIbHbIM. HO ¢ IpyToii CTOPOHBI,
HUKTO He BJIacTeH TpebOBaTh OT MEHS, YTOOBI
s, B KQUECTBE MOETO YaCTHOT'O OOTOCIIOBCKOTO
MHEHWUsI, CJIE0BAJI TEOJIOTYMEHY, BbICKa3aH-
HOMY HECKOJIBKMMHU OTIamMu LlepKBH, KOJIb
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CKOPO 3TOT TEOJIOTYMEH He IIEHSeT MEeHs
CBOEH BO3BBIIIEHHON OOTOCIOBCKOM KPaco-
TOH, He IOKOpsAEeT MeHs JOCTYITHON U MOoeMy
pasyMeHUIo Jiep>KaBHON MOIIbIO CBOEH apry-
MeHTanuu."

[TosTOMY HETPUEMJIEMOCTb JIJIsI IIPABOC/IAB-
HOTO MBIIIIEHUS U/IEH SBOJIIOIIUU MOXKET
OBITH IOKa3aHa TOJIBKO B TOM CJIydae, eCJIU
Oy/leT pa3bsACHEHO: KAKUM 00pa3oM JIOIyIIe-
HUE CMEHSIEMOCTH IIOKOJIEHUH YKUBOTHBIX B
MUPE 10 YeJI0BEKA U BHE B7IEMA MOKET
yIepOIATh CO3HATETHHOCTD YUACTHUS XPHU-
CTHAHWHA B CIIACUTEJIbHBIX IIEPKOBHBIX Ta-
nHCTBax. [IpsiMble cchUIKM Ha TO, UTO "Bub-
JIVSL YIUT - @ BBl TOBOPUTE..." IPUHUMATHCSA B
paccMmoTrpeHue He MoryT. IMeHHO nipaBo-
CJIaBHAS TPAAUIUS U 3HAET, HACKOJIBKO
CJIO’KHBIMU, HEOUEBUIHBIMU U PAa3HBIMH MO-
r'yT OBITH TOJIKOBaHUS [Tucanus (ocoOeHHO
KHUT BeTtxoro 3aBera).

IToaToMy Ipu MPUHATHN KaKOTO-JTUOO TOJI-
KOBaHMSA HAZI0 CTaBUTH Bompoc: [louemy s
CKJIOHSIIOCh K MCIIOJIb30BAHUIO UMEHHO 3TOTO
TosIKOBaHUsA. [Ipu OTBEpIKEHUU ero - OIAThH
’Ke HaJI0o MOTUBUPOBATH: YTO UMEHHO HEIIPU-
eMJIEMOTO 51 BIKY B HeM. [Ipu ocy:xaeHun
’Ke BOIIPOC HAJI0 CTABUTH elle OoJiee YeTKo:
YTO UMEHHO BPeZAIIETOo ey ClIaceHUs JIo-
Jlell eCThb B OCY:KZJaeEMOM MHOIO MHEHUU.

MHeHUs ¥ METO/IbI ApTYMEHTAITUU PaJIH-
KaJIbHBIX KPEaIl[MOHUCTOB HEJIb3s1 IPUHATD
IIOTOMY, UTO OHU IIPOU3BOJIBHO 1 HEOO'bEK-
TUBHO 0OpAIaioTcs ¢ HAyYHBIMU JTaHHBIMH,
YeM BBI3BIBAIOT CIIPABE/IJINBbIE HAPEKAHUS Y
JIIOJIEH, Ubs JIeATETHHOCTD TPOGheCcCHOHATb-
HO CBsI3aHA ¢ Haykou. U 3/1ech BeJiMKa omac-
HOCTb TOTO, YTO OUOJIOT, IIPOYUTAB 33 TUPUC-
TYH0 KPEaIuOHUCTCKYI0 KHHUKKY, CJIOBO
"xanTypa" OTHECeT KO BCEMY XPUCTHAHCTBY
KaK TaKOBOMY.
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Orthodoxy and Science

Orthodoxy has neither a textual nor a
doctrinal basis to reject evolutionism.
Neither does it make sense for Orthodox
Christians to indulge the current fashion of
irrationality (since any irrationality, in the
end, will favor occultism and will work
against the Church). Before beginning, it
should be said that it is more a novelty than
a tradition among the Orthodox to disclaim
evolution.

First of all, according to the views of the
theologians of the very traditionalist
Russian Church Abroad, "the Days of
creation should be understood not literally
("For a thousand years in Thine eyes, O
Lord, are but as yesterday that is past, and
as a watch in the night.") but as periods!"

Secondly, the idea of evolution, given its
separation from its atheist interpretation, is
discussed quite positively in works by
Orthodox authors. Prof. Ivan M. Andreev,
having rejected the idea that man evolved
from monkey, says: "In everything else,
Darwinism does not contradict the biblical
teaching on the creation of living things
because evolution does not address the
question of who created the first animals."

Professor of the St. Petersburg Theological
Academy, Archbishop Michael (Mudyugin)
writes: "The process of evolution of the
organic world belongs to the category of
phenomena in whose description in the
Bible and in the pages of any biology
textbook it is easy to see an amazing degree
of similarity. The biblical terminology itself
fits into the same surprising coincidence —
it is said: "Let the water bring forth
abundantly the moving creature that hath
life." "Let the earth bring forth the living
creature after his kind, cattle and creeping
things, and beast of the earth after his
kind." Here the verb "bring forth" points to
the link between distinct phases in
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formation of the animal world, moreover, to
the connection between nonliving and
living matter."

Professor Alexey I. Osipov, of the Moscow
Theological Academy supposes: "For
theology, both the creationist and
evolutionary hypotheses are permissible, in
principle. That is with the condition that in
both cases the Lawgiver and the Creator of
the world is God. All existing species He
could create either by "days," at once and in
final form, or gradually, in the course of
"days" to "bring them forth" from water and
earth, from lower forms to the highest by
way of laws that He built into nature."”

Professor of St. Vladimir’s Theological
Seminary in New York, Fr. Vasili Zenkovsky
also emphasized the biblical "creative
potential" of the earth: "It is clearly stated
in the text of the Bible that the Lord gives
an order to the earth to act with its own
strength . . . This inherent creative activity
of nature, "elan vital" (in the expression of
Bergson) — the aspiration to life, helps to
understand an indisputable fact of
evolution of life on earth."

One of the leading authors of the Journal of
the Moscow Patriarchate in the 1960's and
70's, Archpriest Nicholas Ivanov was in
agreement with the idea of evolutionary
development: "The act of the creation of the
world and its shaping are manifestations of
God’s omnipotence, His will; yet, for
Nature, the realization of His will is a long
and gradual process, an act of maturation
that takes place in time. Numerous
transient forms can appear during the
process of development, sometimes merely
serving as steps in emergence of the more
advanced forms, that are linked to eternity."

Professor N. N. Fioletov, who took part in
the Local Council of 1917-1918, thought that
"in itself the idea of evolution appears not
to be alien to the Christian conscience, or in
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contradiction with it."

In 1917, hieromartyr archpriest Michael
Cheltsov, touching on the question of the
relationship between Christianity and
science, wrote: "Deeper and more-
thoughtful and spiritual explanation and
understanding of many places of the Bible
have contributed not a little towards the
overcoming of animosity between science
and religion. It sufficed to read the biblical
account of the creation of the world to
realize that the Bible gives no support to
understanding of the days of creation as 24-
hour intervals, and the wall between biblical
accounts and scientific data on the
indefinitely long period of Earth’s existence
prior to the appearnce of mankind
collapsed."

Before that, it was V. S. Solovyev, who
showed the way of direct Christian
interpretation of the idea of evolution: "If I
were facing the task of pointing out
parallelisms between modern science and
the Mosaic world view, I’d say that his
[Moses’s] vision of the origins of life is
similar to the theory of directed evolution."

Vladimir Solovyev clearly expressed the
philosophical basis of this theory, developed
in biology by L. Berg and Teilhard de
Chardin: "The fact that the highest forms
and types of creation appear or are revealed
after the lowest does not mean that they are
the product or creation of the simplest
forms. The level of being is not the same as
the order of appearance. Higher, more
positive, and complete images of being
metaphysically existed prior to the lower
ones, even when they appear or are revealed
after these. This does not deny evolution:
evolution can not be denied; it is a fact.
But to claim that evolution is able to fully
create higher forms from lower, and, in the
end, from nothing — means putting logical
nonsense under the cover of this fact.
Evolution of the lower levels of being can
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not, by itself, produce the higher ones, yet it
produces the material conditions or
provides the proper environment for the
coming or the revelation of the higher type.
Thus, each appearance of the higher level of
being is, in a way, a new creation: the type
of creation, of which the least of all can be
called "creation from nothing." First of all,
the old type is forming as the material basis
for the new one, and, second, the proper
positive content of the new type does not
appear fresh from non-being but merely
steps into the new sphere of existence, (in
due time) into the world of things.
Conditions are the result of the evolution of
nature, while that which is revealed comes
from God."

Later on, evolutionary theory was not
considered "anti-biblical" or "atheistic" by
the philosopher I. N. Ilyin, (The Six Days of
Creation. Paris), by the Serb theologians Fr.
Stephan Lyashevsky and Prof. Lazar Milin,
by the famous Romanian priest and
theologian Dumitru Staniloae, and by
Bishop Vasily (Rodzianko).

[Translator’s note: similarly non-
literalist commentary on Genesis was
made in the 19th century by St. Philaret
(Drozdov), Metropolitan of Moscow.]

Inconsistency of Protestant
Creationist Views

Acceptance of the arguments of Protestant
Creationists by Protestant-influenced
Orthodox preachers is a clear innovation,
while a calm attitude towards evolutionism
is an established tradition of orthodox
academic theology. Perhaps the best known
writer who criticized the very idea of
evolution was the late hieromonk Fr.
Seraphim (Rose).

His first argument: evolution implies a
change of generations. A change of
generations implies death. The heart of the
matter is this: if death existed prior to the
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creation of man and his fall, we would have
to say that death was present in the world
prior to human sin. But death is a
consequence of sin, and of human sin in
particular. As there was no sin in the pre-
human world, it is theologically impossible
to suggest the presence of death there
either.

But if, on the contrary, the pre-human
world knew death, this would indicate that
"contrary to biblical faith," the Universe
suffered a fall not through man. So, was
there death in the pre-human world? I
would say that both of these alternative
answers are incorrect.

Here we must contemplate the meanings of
the words death and sin as applied to man
and to animals and plants. The word death
is full of uniquely human tragic meaning.
Can we really apply this word, with its
human implications, to the non-human
world? Death is, for humans, a tragedy,
something that clearly "should not happen."
It is not surprising that in Russian
philosophy the human fear of death is
perceived as empirical evidence of our
"otherworldly" origin and destination: if
man appeared as a result of natural
evolution and of the struggle for survival, he
would not find so repulsive that which is
"natural." Death has entered the human
world through sin — this is certain. Death is
evil and was not created by God — this is
also an axiom of biblical theology.

It seems to me there is only one possible
conclusion that can be drawn from this: the
"death" of animals is not similar to human
death. If we say "Socrates died," the
meaning and implications of this are quite
dissimilar to such expressions as the "death
of a dog" or the "death of a star" or the
"death of a chair." Animals terminate their
being, "died," but in application to them,
this word is used in a metaphoric sense, and
termination of the physiological processes
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in, say, a monkey, is not the same thing as
human death. Animals did cease to exist in
the pre-human world. But this is not death
— in theology and philosophy we can
not discuss the phenomenon of death
in the non-human world.

Yes, death is a consequence of sin. But what
is sin? It is the violation of the will of the
Creator. Can we be sure that the death of
animals is a violation of the Creator’s will?
Did God create animals for immortality?
Was it His will to make them the
communicants of eternity? Did He offer
them the Bread of Life and the Eucharist?

If not, then the temporal finiteness of
animal (and plant, bacterial, and fungal) life
is not a violation of the design of the
Creator, and is neither a sin nor a distortion
of the Creator’s will. If Holy Communion is
the only Bread of Life, and yet, obviously,
we do not see animals receiving it in
churches, this Bread, and this Eternity —
are not meant for them. The death of
animals is not a violation of the Divine will
also because the Bible does not promise
eternity to this world in general either; only
humans inherit eternity, and the words of
the Saviour in Mat. 25:34, "Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the
world," are addressed to them, and not to
animals or other living beings. The rest will
burn away, and if upon the new creation
(not resurrection, but creation of the "new
earth and new heavens") God will want to
plant animals there too, they will appear as
well, but they will not necessarily be the
"immortalized" animals of our current
world.

God did not create animals for immortality
— and this is why there is no violation of the
will of God, no sin — in their departure
from existence. St. Augistine wrote,
"Animals were created mortal." Prior to
him, a similar view is characteristic of St.
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Methodios of Patara.

"There is usually similarity between the one
that produces something and the product.
God is immortality, life, and incorruption: a
man is a creature of God, and, being
produced by immortality, man is immortal
as well. This is why God has directly
produced man, while He gave orders
to the air, earth, and waters to
produce the other types of animals . .
. and while animals received the ability to
live from air, Adam received it from the
immortal Being, for He breathed into him
the breath of life."

Not being a violation of the Divine will, the
death of animals does not imply some
defect in the goodness of the original,
created world. It is only after the only
creature that truly is made in the image and
likeness of the Creator, man, himself steps
down to the level of the animal world and
makes himself subject to the laws of the
struggle for existence, life and death, that
are present in the pre-human world — this
is when we see the violation of the will of
God. It seems that we got used to equalizing
ourselves to animals too much — to the
extent that non-Christians make out of it
reasons to justify their own passions and
lawlessness, while Christians are inclined to
extend the gifts of the Holy Spirit, granted
to them, to the animal world . . .

Besides, can we describe the behavior of
animals in terms of "sin" and "virtue"? If
the word sin is inapplicable to descriptions
of animal life, a related word, death, can not
be strictly applied to them either, in the
sense derived from human existence.

The Fathers clearly say that sin has entered
the world through man and that only man
can sin in the world (for the present we are
not discussing the angelic beings). St.
Methodios asks: "What other evil act,
besides what is happening among men, can
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you find? All the other creatures by
necessity obey the Divine will, and none of
them can do anything beyond what it was
created for." This means that there is no evil
in the animal world, and the death of
animals, unless humans cause it, is not an
evil, because animals have no freedom in
that.

It can be pointed out that the "struggle for
survival" can be given, in God's plan, a
positive and pedagogic sense — at least St.
Augustine says that witnessing the struggle
for life among animals may serve a human
as an example of how he himself should
struggle for his spiritual salvation.

The second argument of Orthodox anti-
evolutionists is built around some patristic
texts that deny the existence of sufferings
and death in the Garden of Eden. According
to patristic tradition, there not only man
but also animals were in a blessed state, and
there, suffering and death, implied by the
process of evolution, are theologically
untenable.

This argument against evolution is also
weak.

First, the Garden of Eden was
certainly not the whole world. Paradise
is not the synonym of the world prior to the
Fall. Eden did not involve all of the world —
rivers that water the Garden, in which man
is placed, are flowing from Eden. Neither is
that Garden and Eden one and the same
thing. "And the LORD God planted a
garden eastward in Eden; and there he put
the man whom he had formed" (Gen. 2:8).

Linguistic analysis shows that the Hebrew
word gan comes from the verb ganon, to
protect. Similarly, in English garden — a
protected and enclosed place — is related to
the verb guard. Other languages also have
this link between garden and protection —
in French, jardin and the verb garder, to
protect, and in German — Garten.
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This is not only an enclosed Garden, but the
man placed there is given the task of
"keeping it" ("And the Lord God took the
man, and put him into the garden of Eden
to dress it and to keep it," Gen. 2:15). The
garden near Eden is a protected place — to
keep against what? To keep the world safe
from man, or to keep the man safe from the
world? Man gave protection to the garden,
or the garden gave protection to man? Eden
means "joy"; from it flowed the river for the
watering of this "paradise" — the "garden"
that was planted at Eden ("paradeison an
Eden"), and while the "paradise" was meant
for man to live in and to keep him (man),
Eden was meant to give joy. Man did not
enter Eden but was in a garden by Eden.

So Scripture is not saying that the rest of
the world lived according to the laws of the
Garden of Eden. And while the Bible is not
describing directly the world beyond it, this
"kept" zone is perceived in opposition to the
wild, unkept one — to the point of the need
for protection. From whom was this
protection and separation meant? As we
know, it did not protect against spiritual
danger, such as the Devil. There were
perhaps some non-spiritual threats to the
newly-created man, for the protection
against which he is taken from the rest of
the world and placed in a sort of "cradle,"
having strict spatial limits according to the
four rivers.

It is quite possible that beyond these
borders of Eden, the laws of struggle for
existence already worked at that time. God
is warning man that he shall die if he eats of
the tree ("But of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for
in the day that thou eatest thereof thou
shalt surely die,” Gen 2:17). And if God
spoke just so — it means that the experience
of death was known to people (more exactly
— the observation of the death of others).
Man could have been familiar with the
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meaning of it from observing the death of
animals. And this then means that death
existed in the pre-human world, in the
world of animals.

Yet man was, for the time being, protected
from all of it, and only by his sin did he
destroy the protection of the Garden of
Eden and did the laws of the external world,
of Darwinian biology, then gush into the
world of man.

The connection of sin and death is
dogmatically established by the words of
the Apostle Paul ("Wherefore, as by one
man sin entered into the world, and death
by sin; and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned,"” Rom. 5:12). Sin
came through man: through human sin,
death fell upon humans. However, it does
not at all follow from this that prior to
Adam's sin animals were immortal.

Orthodox opponents of evolution do not
take another thing into account: Eden is not
only limited in space, but also in time. Not
only is the Garden of Eden not the
whole world, but it was planted after
the creation of man. Already after the
Six Days, by a special act did God plant the
garden at Eden and place there Adam,
whom He had created. An already-created
man is placed into the specially-planted
garden ("And the LORD God planted a
garden eastward in Eden; and there he put
the man whom he had formed," Gen. 2:8.
"And the LORD God took the man, and put
him into the garden of Eden to dress it and
to keep it," Gen. 2:15), — man is "taken,"
selected (as Levites were "selected" from
other tribes), and the garden of Eden is not
a place of our origination, but our
destination.

According to the Bible, upon his creation,
man was taken from the world where he
was created; he was moved from nature,
into the garden.
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Perhaps man needs to be protected from
the world in which he was created; perhaps
that world contains something destructive,
something that is not sin and not moral evil
(this is still a pre-Fall world), perhaps there
is something in the laws and cycles of the
greater world that is good for that world but
dangerous for man. Maybe there is
something there without which the
development of the world all the way to pre-
human times was impossible — but that
man must be exempt from, now that this
type of growth has reached its limits.

The world can not produce new things
without the decay of the old. Life can not
grow without constant renovation and
leaving something outside of its limits, the
limits of life. The world knows no building
up without destroying. But this is only in
the cosmos — and not in the world of man.
Man must be protected from this — and
such protection can only come from the
One above the world, the Creator of it.
Having rejected Him, we came down and
became part of the world in which all the
pagan philosophers saw inevitable unity of
good and evil, birth and death. Yes, the
human world has radically changed as a
result of our sin. But must we believe that
the non-human and pre-human world was
different prior to that? Could it be that by
his sin, Adam erased that border of grace
that separated and super-naturally kept him
from the rest of the world?

The world into which Adam was placed,
the garden at Eden, may have been free
from animal death — but this is not
necessarily the case with the world from
which he was taken. We need not confuse
the point of destination with the point of
origination. The Serbian theologian Fr.
Stefan Lyashevskij wrote that death was
absent only in Eden. Upon the creation of
man, "a new world has appeared in
Paradise, where blood no longer flowed
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before the face of immortal Adam, and
violent death among the animals has
disappeared, for God has given everyone in
Paradise grass and fruits, and all the
animals were obedient to man."

The atmosphere of grace into which the first
man was lead embraced Eden. But we do
not know what the world was like beyond
the borders of Paradise, as the Bible speaks
nothing in detail about the world prior to,
or outside of, Eden. Making guesses about
this world based on what we think of Eden
is hardly correct.

The third argument of the opponents to
evolution is based on Gen. 1:30, "And to
every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of
the air, and to every thing that creepeth
upon the earth, wherein [there is] life, [I
have given] every green herb for meat: and
it was so." It means, in their eyes, that prior
to the human fall, the world had no
carnivores, and this means that scientific
theories are in direct conflict with the Bible.

The main question here is, where were
these words pronounced, and when? The
Book of Genesis speaks about the creation
of man twice, in the first and the second
chapters, and one of the traditionally
complicated tasks of biblical exegesis is the
coordination of these two stories. Did the
Creator speak to Adam prior to creating
Eden — or after, and in Paradise? If we take
these words as said at Eden, there is no
conflict with science, as science can study
only the world outside of Eden.

The concept of evolution and the associated
disappearance of animals is thus not in
conflict with either the letter or the sense of
Revelation. The Scriptures do not describe
the details of the development of life, and
we have no reason to be in conflict with
science over this.

The same thing can be said about Church
Tradition, and a number of the ideas in the
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natural philosophy of antiquity and of the
Middle Ages that we see in Medieval
commentaries on the Six Days have no
bearing on our confession of faith. That St.
Basil made use of the encyclopedic
knowledge of his day and age does not
mean that the natural sciences of the forth
century must be sanctified by the name of
the great saint and be forever enshrined as
part of Orthodox theology — rather, that the
faith-driven attempts at a "churching"
dialogue with the world of secular thought
and knowledge is blessed by the example of
the great Cappadocian Father. Likewise, St.
John of Damascus also included some views
of the science of his time in his "Precise
Exposition . .. " — but this only means that
Orthodox thought is interested in
knowledge of the God-created world
as well. From the fact that Fathers did let
into their works the data of contemporary
science, does not at all follow that we must
be enemies to our contemporary science.

As to the details of biogenesis, in the
nineteenth century Count A. K. Tolstoy
already wrote — (from the "epistle to M.
Loginov on Darwinism")

"Sposob, kak tvoril Sozdatel'
Chto schital On bol'e kstati
Znat' ne mozhet predsedatel’
Komiteta po pechati."

("The way, how the Creator worked,
and what He considered to be better,
can not be known to the chairman
of the censorship committee.")

Three features are inherent in the biblical
account of Creation:

1. Life appears (as the rest of the world)
gradually.

2. The world is capable of responding
to God's call.

3. Without the guiding Reason, evolu-
tion by itself would lead nowhere.

Pg 10

[Translator’s note: Given that God is
omnipresent, and the Holy Spirit is
"everywhere and fillest all . . . the
Giver of Life," the world simply can
not exist "by itself," as our world and
everything in it exists by God.]

Matter is not eternal, it is created, and thus
it needs an external push. And precisely
because it is created by this push, matter
keeps the creative stimulus. And
therefore the world is capable of movement
and development. However, the balancing
judgment is true and different: although the
world is capable of development, it receives
the creative impulses from without.

The transition from one kingdom to
another in the Bible is depicted as
inexplicable by the internal development of
the world. This discontinuity is produced
by the will of the Creator.

The very essence of the process of the
unfolding of Creation remains the
same regardless of the speed with
which it happens. The view of some, that
if we extend the process of Creation in time,
"God will become unnecessary" is as naive
as that of others who think that creation in
anything more than six regular days
diminishes the glory of the Creator. We
must only remember that nothing stood in
the way or limited the creative action, and
everything happened according to the will
of the Creator. We do not know whether
this will consisted in creating the world in
one moment, or in six days, or six thousand
years, or billions. For "who can number . . .
the days of eternity?" (Sirach 1:2).
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